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The bromeliad that created the greatest interest at the New Orleans show in June was Guzmania 'Orangeade' emanating from the nursery of De Meyer - De Rouck in Belgium and patented by them. This beautiful plant originated in a batch of seedlings that were sown in August 1973 and selected when the plants flowered in August 1976.

The plant is a large one. According to Mr. De Meyer, it develops a peduncle of 45 to 75 cm. The leaves 10 to 25 in a graceful rosette, are lanceolate and measure to 60 cm in length and variously from 3.5 to 5.5 cm in width. The whole plant reaches a diameter of 80 to 90 cm. The upper side of the leaves is yellow green; the underside is green. The base is either striped or spotted with purple.

The peduncle is stout and stiffly erect. The flower bracts in the middle of the inflorescence are completely orange-red and shiny. The inflorescence has a diameter of 20 to 30 cm and is made up of several cluster of 6 to 10 light yellow flowers. The inflorescence lasts for more than three months.
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The late Nat Deleon of Miami, Florida claimed many years ago that he had made that cross

and that he had an arangement with DeMeyer whereby Nat would make a hybrid cross and send the seed to DeMeyer for development and selection of cultivars. Nat specifically affirmed to me that G. 'Orangeade' was selected and produced from the seed he sent DeMeyer. I don't know if Nat was initially aware that DeMeyer had registered the name as his plant. After it became a big commercial success, Nat said he was unable to get DeMeyer to acknowledge his ownership. I have never spoken to DeMeyer to get his side of the story. He was an excellent, capable hybridizer in his own right who produced many other great Guzmania cultivars such as G. 'Denise', G. 'Mini Exodus and Vriesea 'Splendide'.

This conflict certainly should convey a cautionary message to those hybridizers who are still

reluctant to name and register cultivars with the BSI's Bromeliad Cultivar Registry. The BCR is the only authorized Registry under the International Code of Nomenclature for Cultivated Plants (ICNCP). The BCR is the official site where all bromeliad cultivars should be registered with names and photos after they have been accredited by our Cultivar Registrar,

Geoffrey Lawn and his colleagues Derek Butcher and Eric Gouda. Registration protects the hybridizer and enables growers to access the information with confidence.

